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Why Don't We ‘Rebel 


HANK God for men and women who have risen in indignation and 
rebellion against the evils of their day and challenged their con- 
temporaries with the cry: ‘‘Come, my friends, ’tis not too late to 

seek a newer world.’’ The world owes much of its progress and the 
majority of its reforms to them. America needs such men and women 
now. There is far too much apathy and cynicism and compromise 
among us. Why are Christian people, by and large, so indifferent to 
what is going on? Why, in the light of recent disclosures of crime and 
corruption, is the church, both Protestant and Catholic, so strangely 
silent? More than any other institution it should be sensitive to social 
evil and should resist and oppose it. It is high time that more of its 
members went into municipal government and did so from a sense of voca- 
tion. It is high time that more of its members were active, as Christians, 
in the political parties and in the labor unions. It is high time that Christ- 
ian men and women in all walks of life made it their business, for it is 
their business, to create a community life that is sound and wholesome, 
and set themselves not only to enunciate but to establish Christian prin- 
ciples of social action. We need such men and women now—sensitive 
in conscience, alert in mind, militant in action—-ROBERT J. 
McCRACKEN, in Questions People Ask, just published by Harper & 
Bros., New York. 
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Letters to the Editors 
A Layman Looks at 





Ministers’ “Salaries” 





How Much? 


TO THE OUTLOOK: 

I have read with a great deal of inter- 
est the article in your issue of September 
24, titled “The Minister’s Salary,” by 
Walter L. Brown. 

In my opinion the error of this article 
starts with the word salary in the title. 
It is my firm belief and conviction that 
the services of a minister of the gospel 
of Jesus Christ are not for hire and that 
any amount that a pastor might receive 
from the congregation to which he minis- 
ters is not salary or wages. 

I think the ministers, as well as the 
laity, have a misconception of the item of 
support that is due a minister of the 
gospel from the congregation in which he 
serves. The minister, if he be sincere, is 
in the ministry because he feels that he 
has been called of Gud to spread his 
gospel and his word to all the people. 
Therefore, the time that he devotes to the 
work of the Kingdom is working for the 
Lord and for his glory and the advance- 
ment of his work among humans. He is 
not working for the congregation and as 
a matter of actual fact he is not working 
under the direction of the congregation, 
he is working directly under the guidance 


of God. 

The same thing that is true of a minis- 
ter’s original call to the ministry is also 
true with reference to his call to minis- 
ter in a particular location or within a 
particular congregation. This being true, 
he is still working under the direction of 
God and doing the work of God here 
among men. If God has actually called 
him to the location in which he serves, 
the fact that he receives a large hono- 
rarium or none at all would have no bear- 
ing and no influence upon his decision to 
accept the call. 

I think, however, that from the laymen’s 
point of view that there is probably a 
much zreater misconception of the rela- 
tionship than there is on the part of the 
ministry. We laymen are very much con- 
fused about our financial relationship 
with our ministers. This should not be 
true. 

The congregation which calls a man of 
God to minister to it should realize first 
of all that if this man is to devote his 
time and his mind and his talent exclu- 
sively to the work of the Kingdom, it is 
necessary that his mind be free of all ma- 
terial worries and financial problems. To 
this end, a congregation calling a minis- 
ter should take into consideration the 
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cost of living in the community, the size 
of the minister’s family and the ability of 
that congregation to furnish sufficient 
honorarium to enable the minister to live 
as the congregation would like for him to 
live within the community and to enable 
the minister to devote his entire energies 
to the work of the Kingdom. 

The measure of the amount of hono- 
rarium should be the average standard of 
living of the congregation to which the 
minister is called. The minister should 
feel comfortable in the presence of any 
or all of his constituency and by the same 
token any member of this constituency 
should feel comfortable in the presence of 
the minister. Any wide spread in the 
standard of living between the congrega- 
tion and the minister will destroy this re- 
lationship. 


GLENN A. RAILSBACK. 
Pine Bluff, Ark. 


QUERY: Will readers kindly respond 
in less than 25 words to this question of 
the Inquiring Reporter: 

Do you think it possible for a minister 
to be paid too much by his congregation? 
How much would be too much? 


Breakfast in the Nation’s Capital 


TO THE OUTLOOK: 


It was a distinguished group that met 
for brfeakfast under the auspices of inter- 
national Christian leadership — judges, 
lawyers, generals, prominent officials. The 
keynote: Bringing God into every area of 
life. Chief Judge Bolitha J. Laws con- 
ducted the devotions, General Carl R. 
Gray, Jr., head of the Veterans Bureau, 
presided. Judge Luther Youngdahl, for- 
mer Governor of Minnesota, told that his 
most precious heritage was the Christian 
training which he received in his home. 
Science will destroy us, he said, unless we 
bring God into science. General Gray ex- 
plained that new veterans’ hospitals are 
always dedicated on Sunday “because we 
know that we cannot minister to these 
disabled men as we should without minis- 
tering to their souls.” Chief Justice 
Marvin Jones said that principles, while 
important, are inanimate things until 
strong men breathe life into them. What 
Christ needs today is strong men at work 
for him every day. 

Approximately 100 leaders in the Na- 
tion’s Capital were inspired to hear these 
urgent pleas for Christian lives brought to 
them by colleagues whom they respect. 

WILBUR La ROE, Jr. 

Washington, D. C. 





Davis and Elkins College 


Elkins, West Virginia 


A four-year college for men and 
women. 

Member of and accredited by North 
Central Association of Colleges and 
Secondary Schools. 

Emphasizes Christian Character 
and thorough scholarship. 

Personal interest in the individual 
student. 

Beautiful campus; bracing clli- 
mate; modern buildings; excellent 
equipment. 

A splendidly trained faculty of 
Christian men and women. 

A good place for an investment. 





R. B. PURDUM, President 
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BRIEFS... 


N. C. Governor Favors 
Ambassador to Vatican 


Raleigh, N. C. (RNS)—Governor W. 
Kerr Scout, an active Presbyterian lay- 
man, says he can see no objection to 
having a WU. S. ambassador at the Vati- 
can. Despite protests of North Carolina 
Protestant leaders he does not believe 
that sending a diplomatic representa 
tive there constitutes a violation of the 
principle of Church-State separation. 

“We are trying to save lives and work 
for peace,” he said, adding that the 
Roman Catholic Church is a big anti- 
Communist voice among European peo- 
ples and that the Vatican is regarded 
as a good listening post. 





Says Alcoholics Anonymous Is 
Rebuke to Christian Church 


Norfolk, Va. (RNS)—Alcoholics 
Anonymous” stands as a rebuke to the 
Christian Church,’’ Wayne W. Womer, 
of Richmond, told the Virginia Baptist 
Pastors Conference here. 

“If we ministers had been doing our 
duty and had understood the need, such 
an outside group would not have been 
needed,’’ he said. 

Mr. Womer, chairman of the Virginia 
Church Temperance Council, said the 
United States has the highest incidence 
of alcoholism outside the Iron Curtain, 
with seven per cent of the adult popu- 
lation alcoholics ‘‘while more are prob- 
lem drinkers.’’ 

“These alcoholics are not coming out 
of Skid Row, but from the upper 
levels,” he said. ‘‘Alcoholism is a physi- 
cal, spiritual and mental disorder and 
much of it begins with social drinking.”’ 


Nash Hits Neutrality of 
Teachers of Religion 


Greensboro, N. C. (RNS)—The “in- 
tellectual neutrality’”’ of college teachers 
in regard to the moral and religious 
education of their students was assailed 
here by Arnold S. Nash, head of the 
Department of Religion at the Univer- 
sity of North Carolina. 

Dr. Nash told a panel discussion at 
the annual meeting of the North Caro- 
lina College Conference that students 
have a right to know where a teacher 
stands on matters of morality and re- 
ligion. 

Supporting his views, Miss Lucy E. 
Steele, professor of Bible at Peace Col- 
lege, Raleigh, said that such “‘intellec- 
tual neutrality’ leads to agnosticism. 
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TO CHURCH 
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Students must 


be given 
knowledge of Christian standards,” she 
contended. 


“a positive 


BROYLES ACCEPTS—THEN 
DECLINES—PASTORATE 


Newspapers carried the story on No- 
vember 11 from Dallas reporting that 
Vernon §. Broyles, executive secretary 
of the Assembly’s Board of Church Ex- 
tension, had accepted a call to the pas- 
torate of the First Church, Knoxville, 
Tenn. 

The news account quoted the secre- 
tary as saying that he believed his orig- 
inal task, assumed almost two years 
ago, of “setting the wheels in motion’’ 
had been accomplished. He was called 
to be the first secretary of the enlarged 
agency carrying on the work of home 
missions, evangelism, radio, Negro work 
and Christian social relations. 

It was announced to the Knoxville 
congregation the same day that Dr. 
Broyles would be the pastor. 

Next day his decision was reversed 
and the announcement was made that 
he would remain with the Assembly’s 
Board in Atlanta. 


Threat of Secular 
Way of Living Is 
Faced by Conference 


Methodists Concentrate on 
Anti-Religious Tendercies 


Columbus, Ohio (RNS)—Some 300 
clergymen and laymen attended a two- 
day conference here on “Christianity 
and Secularism,’”’ sponsored by the Ohio 
Methodist Conference. It was believed 
to be the first meeting of its kind held 
under Protestant auspices. 


Matthew Spinka, professor of church 
history, Hartford (Conn.) Seminary, de- 
livered the keynote address. He warned 
against permitting secularism to ‘“en- 
gulf the world.’’ 

Dr. Spinka said secularism can be ob- 
served in modern literature ‘‘which on 
the whole denies to men and women 
all spiritual qualities and treats them 
as if they were biological units.” 


“Modern art, too,” he said, “regis- 
ters an  anti-humanistic tendency 
with great clarity. Resides denying 
the spiritual nature of man, it dis- 
torts in a grotesque and repelling 
fashion even his human form.” 


He called the movies ‘‘one of the chief 
means of debauching the masses of our 
people.”’ 

Asserting that political and economic 
fields also denied the spiritual nature 
of man, he said: 

“Politics has taken the form of to- 
talitarianism, both fascist and Commu- 
nist, subordinating the individual to the 
state, which possesses all authority over 
souls and bodies of its masses of peo- 
ple. 

‘Economic means have been substi- 
tuted for human ends. Man exists for 





FIVE PRESBYTERIES ARE 90% OR MORE IN TITHING 
Dallas, Potosi, Louisville, Nashville, Knoxville Get Recognition 


Five of the General Assembly’s 85 
Presbyteries have signed up 90 per cent 
or more of their churches for the 13- 
week “tithing adventure,’ either in 
progress now or to begin January 1. 

Clarence S. Johnson, Program of 
Progress director, said Dallas Presby- 
tery has signed up 100 per cent of its 
churches in the united effort. Others 
with 90 per cent or more include; Po- 
tosi (Mo.}, 99 per cent; Louisville, 93.3 


per cent; Nashville, 92 per cent; Knox- 
ville, 90 per cent. 


Presbytery-wide rallies are to be held 
in each of these areas when participat- 
ing churches will be presented certifi- 
eates for outstanding achievement. 


By October 1, 1,310 churches had 
signed up to begin the effort either in 
September or in January, to climax the 
five-year Program of Progress. (PN) 











the economic order, not the economic 


order for man.” 


Calls for God-Centered Education 


As a remedy for these conditions, 
Dr. Spinka urged an education ‘‘cen- 
tered in God.”’ This education, he said, 
might be accomplished through a pro- 
gram of released-time religious instruc- 
tion in the publie schools, or through 
voluntary cooperation of the church, 
the school, and the family. 

“Furthermore,” he said, ‘‘lay leaders 
must be taught that business, industry, 
education, politics, and every other as- 
pect of life which today is dominatea 
by irreligious, secularist, and even 
demonic forces, must be brought under 
the supreme will of God.” 


Trueblood Warns Against Alternatives 


D. Elton Trueblood, professor of 
philosophy at Earlham College, Rich- 
mond, Ind., struck at modern man’s de- 
votion to such activities as the Boy 


Scout movement, the labor union, the 
Parent-Teacher Association, organized 
athletics, and bridge clubs ‘‘as alterna- 
tives to a vital Christianity.” 


“What is good, provided it is aux- 
iliary or dependent, becomes an evil 
when it is erected into a central po- 
sition, thus taking the place of God,”’ 
he said. 

John O. 
of the 
tions, 
the 
saken 


Gross, executive secretary 
Division of Educational Institu- 
of the Methodist Church, told 
meeting that ‘America has for- 
God and religion in education, 
and secularism virtually has seized high 
school and college athletics.’’ 

He charged that secularism has filled 
the curriculum of schools with courses 
having utilitarian but little educational 
value, and that ‘‘under the flag of aca- 
demic freedom in American institutions, 
many professors take wide opportuni- 
ties to set forth their materialistic and 
atheistic conceptions of the universe.” 


Continuing the Series on Pride and Self-Interest 


VII. What Activities Are Untouched: 
Preaching? 


By W. McILWAINE THOMPSON* 


7e MIGHT expect pride and self- 
interest to be evident in many 
activities in which men engage, 
but hardly in the specifically Christian 
ones. The reverse of course is true. 
Even in preaching, the appeal is often 
“to flee from the wrath to come” (LK. 
3:7). 

Prophets from the earliest times 
down to the present have urged repent- 
ance and righteousness on grounds of 
self-interest. It was Lot’s message in 
Sodom. Today it is the message of a 
Billy Graham, with the threat of atomic 
destruction to lend emphasis and con- 
viction. the 
more positive grounds but to much the 
same motive: Don’t you want to learn 
“How to Live Confidently?’’ Don’t you 
want to know “Why Some Succeed 
When Others Rail?’’ Don’t you want 
a “Technique for Meeting Crisis Days?’’ 

the titles of three recent sermons by 
an eminent New York preacher. 


Sometimes appeal is on 


In the Christian witness of all of us, 
whether in a negative appeal to fear, 
terrestrial or celestial, or in a more 
positive appeal to desire for goodthings, 
terrestrial or play upon 
our hearers’ natural pride and self-in- 
terest. 


celestial, we 


Perhaps this is as it should be and 
indeed must be when we speak to the 
unregenerated, for what other point of 
contact could be made than this? It is 
more disturbing to become aware that 
even preaching to the saints is often 
along the same lines. 





*Dr. Thompson is professor of Chris- 
tian ethics at Union Seminary in Vir- 
ginia. 


4 


A study of some of our church’s lit- 
erature illustrates this. Read our tith- 
ing material. A major lesson to be 
drawn from many of the stories told is 
that the tither’s success is sure. Self- 
interest demands tithing! 

Even missionary material sometimes 
makes the same appeal: Let us hasten 
with the gospel message to the people 
of all the earth, for if we do not evan- 
gelize them, we may have to fight them. 
The Christian gospel will assure peace 
on earth. We want and need peace to 
enjoy the good things God has given 
us. Moved by our own self-interest, we 
must give in larger to the 
cause of missions. 

Our slogan for the Program of Prog- 
ress is a splendid one: ‘‘Christ the Only 
Answer.”’ But even this has sometimes 
been construed in a narrowly utilitarian 
manner. 

Men being what they are, doubtless 
even a Christian witness inevitably both 
reflects and takes into account men’s 
pride and self-interest. But how can 
pride and self-interest be transmuted 
into self-forgetting love? Why do we 
want to learn ‘‘How to Live Confi- 
dently’? Why do we want to know 
“Why Some Succeed When Others 
Fail’? Why do we want a “Technique 
for Meeting Crisis Days’? Why do we 
want to tithe? Why do we give to mis- 
How is “Christ the Only An- 

Are the answers in terms of 
self or of selfless devotion? 

When selfishness and pride appear 
even in a Christian witness, how seri- 
ously are our other activities affected! 

NEXT WEEK: Conclusion—‘‘Re- 
pentance and Spiritual Renewal.” 


measure 


sions? 
swer’’? 





In regard to school athletics, he said, 
“A commercialized octopus has fas. 
tened itself on playing fields originally 
dedicated to the building of sound 
bodies.’”’ 


Secularism, he added, ‘thas brought 
to the university commuinties on 
weekends the morals of a Roman 
holiday” and “has corrupted educa- 
tional standards, made hypocrites of 
many administrators and _ travesties 
out of serious scholastic efforts.” 

Norman Thomas, Socialist Party 
leader, was another speaker at the con- 
ference, Defining secularism as “the op- 
posite of religion,’’ he said: 

“It is the spirit of secularism which 
is basically responsible for the power 
of organized vice and crime in our go. 
ciety and which keeps standards so low 
in public office and private business.” 


Oxnam: Protestants Must Be Alert 


Methodist Bishop G. Bromley Oxnam, 
of New York, warned that ‘secularism 
may become a smoke-screen term be- 
hind which clericalism maneuvers in 
its struggle for power.” 

‘“‘Protestants,’’ he said, ‘‘must be alert 
lest in a blind march on secularism they 
become allied with forces that would 
destroy public education, deny the right 
of private judgment, and shackle the 
free mind.’ 





USA Leaders Protest 
Vatican Appointment 


Philadelphia (RNS)—Top officials of 
the Presbyterian Church, USA, have 
called upon the denomination’s entire 
constituency to take part in a protest 
campaign against President Truman’s 
appointment of an ambassador to the 
Vatican. 

The call, signed by Harrison Ray 
Anderson of Chicago, moderator of the 
Church’s General Assembly, and Eugene 
Carson Blake, stated clerk, was sent out 
here to all the synods and presbyteries 
and to all parish pastors. 

In urging participation in the cam- 
paign, the Presbyterian leaders stressed 
that they were ‘‘not motivated by any 
ill-will toward our  fellow-American 
members of the Roman Catholic Church 
or by any criticism of General Clark.” 

Presbyterians were called upon to 
take the following actions: 


(1) To wait upon the Senators and 
Representatives of your state person- 
ally, by letter, and telegram, to make 
clear your opposition to the diplomatic 
recognition of the Roman Catholic 
Church by the subterfuge of its being 
regarded as a sovereign State. 

(2) To write or telegraph the 
President your opposition to and disap- 
proval of his action. 

(3) To report to the Office of the 
General Assembly any attitudes exX- 
pressed to you by your Representative 
or Senators, so that this information 
may be correlated for effective use when 
Congress returns to Washington after 
the first of the year.’’ 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 
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@ The Lewis series is resumed with a look at significant 


stirrings and new patterns arising in an ancient culture 


Greece (a): Towards a Christian Civilization 


UPERLATIVES are hardly ade- 
“ quate to describe the Christian 

lay movements this writer saw in 
full swing in Greece. It was on the Isle 
of Iona in 1950, while working side by 
side with a visiting priest of the Greek 
Orthodox Church, that curiosity was 
quickened and imagination excited by 
what seemed to be a ‘“‘wild tale’’ of the 
success Of the Brotherhood of Theo- 
logians, ZOE (Life), and affiliated 
Christian Laymen Unions guided by 
Z0E. The writer determined that with 
the Lord’s help he would get a first- 
hand glimpse of the astounding set-up 
way down there in Paul’s “circuit.” 

And so it was that in June, 1951, 
after a most interesting (and fatiguing) 
journey from tip to stern through 
Yugoslavia by third class chair-car and 
a stop over with a Serbian Orthodox 
Priest in Belgrade for twenty-four 
hours, the writer sweated his way into 
Salonica, Athens, and Corinth to pick 
up bits of Paul’s trail. It was the 
1900th anniversary of Paul’s introduc- 
tion of the gospel to Greece and the 
Continent of Europe. In the position of 
an uninvited and somewhat parasitic 
guest of the Greek Orthodox Church, 
the writer spent a week in Athens and 
was given a thrilling indoctrination in 
the work of the various lay-movements. 


An Overwhelming Reception 


The kindness of the Greeks was posi- 
tively overwhelming. Many of those 
who volunteered to he my guides and 
interpreters at different times spoke 
very creditable English and were such 
enthusiastic Christian laymen _ that 
every gesture and glance and effort con- 
veyed the impression that they were 
Wholly and happily and _ zealously 
CHRISTIAN to the core. They had dis- 
covered, uncovered, and recovered some 
truths about the Christian life and 
Christian work that they wanted to 
share, and since T was there to learn all 
Icould possibly absorb, they nearly ate 
me up with their enthusiasm, which 
would go a long way in America to 
Pentrate the shells of bitterness, fear 
and frustration so evident in places both 
high and low—-IN and outside the 
church. 


Began Outside the Church 


It would simply be impossible here to 
detail all the facts, figures, and facets 
of the dozen or more Christian lay or- 
fanizations in Greece which operate 
winder the oversight of ZOE, but per- 


—_. 


*Minister, Austin, Texas. who spent 
‘ast year studying vital Christian lay 
movements abroad. The series began 
17 but has been omitted since Oct. 


NOVEMBER 26, 1951 


By W. JACK LEWIS* 
2 


haps a few of the high points can be 
noted. First, it is important to under- 
stand that ZOE is a Brotherhood of Lay 
and ordained theologians. It began in 
1907 outside the Greek Orthodox 
Church and in reaction to its formalism. 
However, through the years, ZOE has 
proved itself of such worth in reaching 
people of all ages and classes for Christ, 
and in training them up in Christ, and 
enlisting their services as ministers and 
laymen of Christ to reach and train 
others, that ZOE and affiliated lay 
movements now have the official bless- 
ing of the Greek Church. 


ZOE itself has changed for the bet- 
ter, too, since the days of its founding. 
Whereas the Greek church has been 
challenged by ZOE and other Christian 
forces to relax some of its formalism 
and move in the direction of a more 
“heart-felt” Christianity, ZOE has 
moved from a rather narrow, “funda- 
mentalist’”’ pietism to the place where it, 
like most other major Christian move- 
ments in Europe, is now emphasizing 
the whole gosnel applied to the whole 
man in the totality of his environment. 


How significant it is that without col- 
laboration, major Christian forces in 
Britain, Denmark, Germany, Holland, 
and Greece have been confronted dur- 
ing this century with extremes of niet- 
ism on the right and liberal humanism 
on the left. and out of the privations and 
lessons of World War IT and in the face 
of the “isms” which are now catching 
so many ostensibly Christian laymen 
with their “answers” down, have come 
at long, long last to embrace the whole 
glorious gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

The Brotherhood ZOE is numerically 
small. beginning with five in 1907 and 
having today only eighty members. All 


are trained theologians, thirty - two 
priests and forty-eight laymen, plus 
cooks, typists, printers, clerks. These, 


with the theologians, work from day- 
light until after dark daily, live as a 
Christian community and very eco- 
nomically. The Brotherhood receives 
no donations, takes no offerings, sup- 
ports itself from the work of all the 
Brothers and the earnings from the ex- 
cellent printing presses operated by the 
Brothers in the publication of religious 
literature for tens of thousands of 
readers, young and old. 

The Brotherhood gives hizhest regrard 
to the quality of its members. Much 
time is given to train and imbue mem- 
bers with the spirit of sacrifice and the 
spirit of Christ. No clerical member 
will accept ecclesiastical preferment, e. 


g., the position of Bishop or Metropoli- 
tan. The avowed purpose of ZOE is 
the spiritual awakening of the Greek 
people and the spiritual rebuilding of 
Greece. Most of the clerical members 
of the Brotherhood are located in the 
provincial centers of Greece and are re- 
garded as “‘special’’ preachers, serving 
as evangelists, youth workers, etc. They 
have a thriving program among the 
schoolboys of Greece and direct more 
than 1,500 separate Sunday schools at 
primary, junior, and senior levels. 


Thirteen “Christian Unions” 


ZOE members provide spiritual over- 
sight and guidance for several very im- 
portant ‘‘Christian Unions’? which they 
have helped to establish among different 
strata of the laity: (1) Eusebia Sister- 
hood, (2) ‘‘Apostle Paul’ Association 
for Home Missions, (3) Christian Stu- 
dent Union, (4) Pan-Hellenic Associa- 
tion of Christian Parents, (5) Christian 
Union of Professional Men, (6) Chris- 
tian Union of Working Youth, (7) 
Christian Union of Medical Sisters (St. 
Euniki), (8) Christian Union of Edu- 
cational Men, (9) St. Paul’s School of 
Engineers, (10) Institute of Medical 
Psychology and Mental Hygiene, (11) 
DAMASCUS Publications, religious 
books, etc., (12) “‘Aktines’” Christian 
Union, publishes the _ periodical, 
AKTINES, for the Christian Union of 
Professional Men, and finally, (13) 
HELLENIKON PHOS (Greek Light), a 
publication designed to reach into all 
areas of Greek life with a Christian mes- 
sage for the nation and is in reality the 
frnitage of all the other Christian lay 
movements or unions combined. 


Great Unity and Cooperation 


The purpose of all these affiliated 
Christian movements among the laity is 
to lead the people of Greece personally 
to Christ and the nation toward a Chris- 
tian civilization and to provide a 
trained, articulate lay-leadership to be 
used of God in bringing this to pass. 

As the writer passed from layman to 
layman and from movement to move- 
ment he was deeply impressed and in- 
spired by the oneness of spirit and of 
ideas, of the moving together in com- 
plete unity and cooperation, all under 
the name of the Apostle Paul, that man 
in Christ who was the apostle to Greece. 

The writer spoke personally and at 
length with both members and leaders 
of the Christian Union of Students, the 
Christian Union of Professional Men, 
Aktines, Helleniken Phos (these being 
very closely related), with the leader 
of ZOE, Mr. John Coliopoulos, a lawyer 
who is also a lay-theologian, and also 
with Mr. J. Colitsutas, another layman 
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at the head of the Christian Union of 
Educationalists. It seems a shame to 
pass up the chance to share with the in- 
terested reader something of the method 
and content of at least one or two of 
these significant groups. Therefore 
Part II on Greece (heretofore unsched- 
uled) will be concerned with encugh 
detail to show the common character- 
istics that mark all these Christian 


Unions and attempt to pin-point the 
strength of the overarching ZOE infiu- 
ence that has increased so amazingly 
through nearly forty-five years, reach- 
ing out as it does today to at least a 
quarter of a million Greeks in every 
nook and cranny of that strategic and 
historic country. 

NEXT: Greece (b): The Secret of 
Christian Lay Work. 


MEN’S CONVENTIONS: Dallas 





FRANCIS PICKENS MILLER: 
Your Job and Your Income 


What are you doing to make your 
relations with groups and other people 
more Christian? There have been some 
large strikes in the South recently. Do 
you know examples of Christian man- 
agers who have met with Christian labor 
leaders in order to arrive at a fair solu- 
tion of their differences? If we were 
really Christian, that would be the nor- 
mal procedure. Then we would not 
have to go to courts to secure injunc- 
tions or fight in the picket lines. 

The poison that has permeated the 
political atmosphere of the nation in re- 
cent months is a perfect illustration of 
what happens when men cease to think 
of their responsibilitl for making their 
relations with each other more Chris- 
tian. The use of the big lie, the use of 
the smear, the appeal to racial bigotry, 
the phenomenon known as ‘‘McCarthy- 
ism’’—all these are a denial of the spirit 
of the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 


Christ. And these methods are being 
used in the South as much as they are 
being used in other parts of the country. 
What are we as Christians doing to com- 
bat these evils? 


H. ROE BARTLE: 
Among Your Neighbors 


We have too many laymen in the 
Christian churches of America who have 
an earnest desire to build a Christian 
world, but yet neglect their own parish 
and congregation. If we are to build 
a Christian world it must be built in 
our own community with our own neigh- 
bors. 

* * ok 
In the light of the findings of the 
Kefauver Committee I would not in- 
dict the racketeers and underworld 
characters, but I would indict the so- 
called good people and _ professed 
Christians who twiddle their thumbs 
on election day and sit at home in- 
stead of voting and vigorously work- 
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ing at the polls for good government, 
” - . 


There has never been a time in the 
history of the world when Christian 
men needed more to align themselves ag 
a great and united body to build con- 
structive communities, states, the 
nation, and the world. Mine is a rich 
heritage as it relates itself to the Preg- 
byterian Church of the United States. 
I was privileged to be born and reared 
in the Southern Presbyterian Church, 
and it is today the church of my choice 
and my heart. The War Between the 
States caused those in the North and 
those of the South to be separated. To- 
day, proudly as a Ruling Elder of the 
Southern Presbyterian Church, I would 
call for my brethren to join with me in 
asking the Presbyterians of the North 
to join hands with us so that we may 
together move forward with strength, 
with vigor, and with understanding love 
in Christian brotherhood. We are all 
of one great family—no longer should 
it be a divided family 

+ * * 

We have failed in our program of 
human relations, for we are no better 
off today than we were a century ago in 
dealing with the human equation. . 
Communist China has a right to shout 
across the vast waters of the Pacific 
and ask the Christians of America the 
heart-searching question, ‘‘Where is 
your Christianity?” 


DAVID L. STITT: 
Beginning With Yourself 


This meeting is dangerous to our so- 
ciety! There weren’t many men in an 
Upper Room in Jerusalem on one occa- 
sion 1900 years ago. But a power hit 
them! A power so strong that their 
numbers didn’t matter. 

Here we've spoken of Christ—the 
greatest Revolutionary. Christians have 
been called those who turned the world 
upside down. They changed society! 
That same Power is here—latent, per- 
haps, but present. It’s dangerous. 

This meeting is dangerous for us in- 
dividually. I can’t speak for you, but 
I’ve caught a fresh vision—seen a new 
level of life. I’ve seen the plight of the 
world and how [I can do something! I’ve 
been made to feel neighbors with other 
races of men. I’ve heard the voice of the 
Eternal God saying, ‘“‘This is the way, 
walk ye in it!”’ 

Now—what if I go home tonight and 
forget it? What if I hold it in memory 
as a pleasant experience, a lot of fun, 
a grand and great occasion? What if I 
remember the joke but not the chal- 
lenge? 

If this is what I do—something born 
within me here will die, perhaps to ap- 
pear no more. It will harden me. rll 
be frustrated. I will have resisted the 
Holy Spirit! 

What, then, shall | do? Let me real- 
ize that I don’t begin in Korea—lI'm 
not there! Or in the United Nations— 
or in Europe or Asia or by reforming 
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Stalin. I must begin where I am! ... 
The way to rid the world of lying is to 
get rid of one liar. 

I need three things: (1) Convictions 
_.« (2) Commitment: There’s a war in 
this world between good and evil, and 
God committed himself, incarnate, and 
died in the fight! ... (8) Courageous 
Confidence: To those who surrender to 
god, who as individuals, lose themselves 
to him, there is assurance of victory! 
That God who died, arose again—and 
lives and works—and wants to work 
through you and me! 


BOB S. HODGES, Jr.: 
Through the Church 


Every evil man and business hates 
the church. The liquor business hates 
the church; the corrupt politician in 
league with the underworld hates the 
church; every dictator intent upon rob- 
bing people of their rights hates the 
church; every man or woman whose 
conduct is frowned upon and repudiated 
by the teaching of Christ hates the 
church. Suppose you should put all the 
enemies of the Church that I have men- 
tioned on one side and Christ and the 
Apostles and all the saints who have 
loved the church on the other side. 
Which group would you choose to fel- 
lowship with? You are in good company 
when you are with those who have loved 
the church. 
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A man ought to support the church. 
Take the church and all it stands for— 
honesty, purity, justice, goodness—out 
of your community, and what of value 
would you have left? The schools would 
have to go for the church is the parent 
of our public school system. Your or- 
phanages, hospitals, and colleges would 
have to go. Take all of these out of your 
town and you wou!d not want to live 
there yourself, much less bring your 
family up in that kind of neighborhood. 


Jacksonville Echo 





JAMES T. CLELAND: 
In Your Church 


The church must act upon its beliefs. 
Did you ever turn this thought over in 
your mind? If we are really Christian, 
we ought to have more in common with 
a Negro who is a Christian than with 
a white man who is not a Christian. 

That is not true in the world, though 
the world shames us at many points 
just there, for example, ending segre- 
gation in the armed forces, Negro play- 
ers in organized baseball, ete. 


We shall never speak with au- 
thority to the world about goodwill 
toward members of other races so 
long as we decide that we must seg- 
regate Christians in worship within 
the colony because of their race or 
color. 


NOVEMBER 26, 1951 


You see, we are supposed to be ‘“‘a 
peculiar people.” The New Testament 
saw that from the very beginning. Paul 
embarrasses us by refusing to distin- 
guish between race or occupation or 
sex, within the church. If we took him 
seriously, as he took his Lord seriously, 
we would realize that we are unique. 
We are not just Americans, as so many 
of our neighbors are. We are Christians, 
set down in America. But our home is 
in Heaven, and Heaven is supposed to 
be represented by and in its colony, tne 
church. 


DREs 
Louise McComb from New Orleans 
to 3821 University Blvd., Dallas 5, 


Texas, Highland Park church. 

DeVere Maxwell from Anderson, S. 
C., to the Armstrong Memorial church, 
Norfolk, Va. 


Geraldine Grady from Fayetteville, 


N. C., to First church, Winston-Salem, 
N.C. 


ASSEMBLY’S MODERATOR 

John A. Mackay, Princeton Seminary 
president, will be nominated by New 
Brunswick Presbytery for the modera- 
torship of the 1952 Presbyterian, USA, 
General Assembly. 
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EDITORIAL 





Group Insurance for Church Workers 


At each of the four men’s conventions 
held recently across the South, Wade 
H. Boggs, head of our Assembly's Board 
of Annuities and Relief in Louisville, 
has been telling our men about the basic 
needs of annuities and relief in relation 
to ministers and unordained personnel. 

Dr. Boggs has also made a prelimi- 
nary report on the question of group 
insurance which the Reorganization 
Committee of a few years ago recom- 
mended. Says he: 


“Your Board has been and still is 
studying this problem and feels that it 
is possible to have group life insurance 
for both ministers and lay employees. 
Your Board is convinced that consider- 
able savings can be effected if a suf- 
ficiently broad coverage of the church 
is secured to justify the venture. The 
best proposal which has been submitted 
contemplates the church or the employ- 
ing agency defraying the entire cost of 
this insurance program. There are 
many reasons why this is a practical 
thing to be done, and it is entirely 
proper.”’ 


Under this program, 


ordained per- 





sonnel, heads of agencies and institu- 
tions (except presently retired em- 
ployees) could get $4,000 in life in- 
surance at an estimated annual cost per 
employee at age 50 of $53.40. 

Insurance for lay employees could be 
secured to the extent of $2,000, for ex- 
ample, for $26.70; and $1,000 insur- 
ance, again, for example, could be 
secured for all other employees with six 
months continuous service and those 65 
and over and/or retired for $13.35. 

Those who reach 65 while insured 
will have their insurance automatically 
reduced to $1,000 on the following an- 
niversary of the insurance contract, with 
the cost reduced accordingly. If the re- 
tired employee elects, his premium will 
be deducted from his annuity payments 
each year thereafter. 

Dr. Boggs explains that all employees 
of a given unit must be covered before 
anyone in the unit is and he expresses 
the judgment that such an investment 
on the part of a church or church 
agency would be a good investment. He 
indicates that such a plan may be sub- 
mitted to the General Assembly and he 
urges the widespread support of laymen 
in such a program. 

This indicates good progress in the 
life insurance field; now, in line with 
the Reorganization recommendations, 
which phase will be next? 


Laymen to the Fore 

There is something inspiring in the 
gathering together of Christian laymen 
whose purpose is to study means of 
more effective action in religious work. 
“What can I do?” is a question that 
ought to be more frequently asked 
among those who make up the church— 
any church—family, and this is espe- 
cially so if it is backed by an obvious de- 
termination to give greater meaning to 





church affiliation. 


The gathering of the Presbyterian 
Men’s Convention is perhaps the largegt 
lay meeting of its kind every held in 
Nashville. From six states the dele- 
gates have come for consultation on the 
responsibilities of Christian men. They 
are setting a high example for others, 
and the fruits of their efforts are bound 
to be abundant. 

Nashville is fortunate indeed to have 
these Presbyterian men convene here 
for their deliberations, and has noted 
with interest the proceedings of their 
sessions during the three-day stay.— 
NASHVILLE TENNESSEAN editorial, 


‘In Passin 


EDWARD L. WERTHEIM is head of an 

advertising agency in New York and 
an active churchman. He has long been 
a crusader against cursing, swearing, 
obscenity, etc., as related in a story in 
the November Christian Herald. And 
he is up-and-doing about many other 
important matters. In fighting what he 
calls ‘‘lip filth,’’ he has produced a series 
of six posters to be put up in YMCAs, 
offices, factories, shops, etc., to deter the 
practice. He provides the first set at 
$1.50 and additional sets at 75c each— 
11 W. 42nd St., NY 18. 








* >” * 
HENRY M. EDMONDS, former pastor of 
Birmingham’s Independent Presby- 


terian Church, is the author of Abing- 
don-Cokesbury’s new devotional book 
of two-minute morning prayers, Begin- 
ning the Day (144 pp., $1). Dr. Ed- 
monds is now pastor of Plymouth Con- 
gregational Church, Birmingham. 


crvor-te week... A Pint of Blood 


FOR: Dec. 2-9 and each three months thereafter: A pint of your blood 


through an appointment at your nearest Red Cross headquarters. 


Christian people, in harmony with 
their world vision, ought to be keeping 
the lines at blood donor centers jammed 
as they give their blood for use in Korea 
and elsewhere. 

Whether men are stirred by the sort 
of effort being made by United Nations 
forces for the first time in history or 
not (and we think they should be) chey 
might well be prompted by the basic 
considerations of humanitarianism and 
Christian compassion to help overcome 
the present deficiency of blood plasma. 


To realize that some boy may dic for 
lack of a pint of blood that we could 


easily have given should send 4s en 
masse to the nearest center. With 390,- 
000 pints needed each month, Ameri- 


cans have been giving only 30,000. 


Other churches can easily do what the 
First church, Charleston, W. Va., did 


recently. Dr. Vick, the pastor, made a 
strong appeal for support of the blood- 
donor program from the pulpit and in 
the bulletin, with full information. 
Donors were enrolled at the church fol- 
lowing the morning service and again 
on the following Sunday. Then a day 
was set when the Red Cross bloodmobile 
came to the church, set up its equip 
ment in the first-floor rooms and began 
to care for a lengthening line of First 
church people who had responded with 
enthusiasm to the urgent appeal. 

Perhaps the people in your church or 
community could be encouraged to join 
in some such united effort. 

But whether they can or not, don’t let 
that delay you one minute in picking 
up your telephone and calling Red Cress 
headquarters to make your own 4ap- 
pointment. And then do it again in 
about three months. 
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No. 30 in a series on the Ten Commandments (VIII-b) 


NOT ALL SINNERS ARE IN JAIL 


By KENNETH J. FOREMAN 





Thou shalt. not steal.—KExodus 20:15. 


NE OF THE REASONS why more 
sins than crimes are committed 
is that so many people can’t get 

the difference straight between sin and 
crime. If it’s no crime, it’s no sin, they 
figure, and if it’s no crime it must be 
all right. 

Every good Christian should know 
better. It takes a Christian, one who 
takes Jesus seriously, to see how much 
deeper sin goes than crime. And only 
one who has entered deeply into the 
mind of Christ is able both to see what 
sin is and to hate it as our Lord does. 

This Eighth Commandment suggests 
many illustrations of this point. Most 
people ‘“‘know”’ that stealing is wrong; 
at least they have heard it condemned, 
and they themselves would not actually 
pick up a dollar bill knowing it be- 
longed to someone else. But they do not 
always recognize stealing except in the 
legal sense. The law knows that stealing 
is wrong. There are penalties for many 
sorts of theft, though sometimes under 
other names, such as embezzlement, 
breach of contract, forgery or malfeas- 
ance in office. 


But, elaborate as the law is, most 
thieves and robbers are not only 
never caught, they are never sought 
by the law of man. It is God who 
holds us responsible. 


If you accept the view of our church, 
that the Eighth Commandment, from 
the Christian standpoint, means doing 
all we can to further the wealth and 
outward estate of others as well as our- 
selves, then you will agree that some 
acts (or failures to act) which are quite 
honest in the eyes of the law and ot 
popular opinion, are robbery in the 
sight of God. 

For example, there is no !aw against 
being lazy. And how fortunate there 
is not; for the jails would not be large 
enough to hold us. Yet laziness adways 
robs someone. 


“HAT CAN WE DO about it when 
a man collects for services not 
rendered? Sometimes we can sue 
him; but not always. If a workman, be 
he skilled craftsman, professional man 
or third-rate cook, turns out less work 
or sleazier work than his employers 
have a right to expect, he may or may 
hot lose his job; but the law won’t 
touch him. However, we have a good 
idea of what the Lord would think of 
him. 
Or take middlemen. That is, men who 
do not produce and do not process any- 
thing, only pass goods as it were from 
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hand to hand. Some middlemen deserve 
our thanks. How would you get salt 
from the mine to your table, or clothes 
from Rochester to your back, if it were 
not for a number of middlemen? But 
some middlemen render no real service; 
they slow down the flow of goods and 
all they want is a ‘“‘cut.’’ Let any scheme 
be proposed to bring producer and con- 
sumer closer together—-whether (for 
example) a farmers’ market or a coop- 
erative—and there will be anguished 
wails from frustrated middlemen. 


And man or firm taking toll with- 
out rendering service deserves some- 
thing besides thanks. 


What shall we call it when what be- 
longs to all is appropriated by a few 
for their own benefit? In America most 
of us call it smart. A visitor from an- 
other planet might think that rivers, 
like air and sunlight, might belong to 
all; but most people do not think so. 
It is a pleasure to see the inscription 
on the great Norris Dam: ‘Given to 
the people of the United States’; but 
it is a pleasure mixed with regret, for 
one has seen other dams which might 
be inscribed: ‘‘Taken from the people 
—and sold back to them at a very hand- 
some profit.” It is fortunate that no way 
to impound air and sunlight has been 
discovered even by the most powerful 
corporations; otherwise we should all 
be paying air-bills every month. 


GAIN: What shall we call it when 
what God has given us to use in 
trust, is used for building up per- 

sonal power? The New Yorker ran a se- 
ries of articles on Lord Duveen, whose 
specialty was selling objects of art to 
American and other millionaires, at 
enormous profit to himself, of course. 
Why did these men, many of whom had 
no actual artistic taste. spend such vast 
sums for pictures and vases? (A quar- 
ter of a million dollars for one picture 
was by no means unheard of.) The 
writer of those articles surmises that 
some of those lavish purchasers, who 
had started in life with nothing at all, 
felt themselves uneasy for all their suc- 
cess, and wished to feel themselves the 
equals of the dukes and barons of old; 
and to this end surrendered themselves 
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with the identical works of art which 
had once been owned by nobility abroad. 

The law, of course, has nothing to 
say if a man chooses to bolster his own 
ego by the use of his surplus funds; 
but what would Jesus say of it? 
(Rather, what did he say of it? See 
Luke 12 for a parable in point.) 


tian find for making it impossi- 
ble for a person to earn the liv- 
ing which he might earn if his native 
gifts were set free? We can see the sin 
in keeping a person from working who 
wants to work. But what about keep- 
ing a person from working at anything 
above unskilled labor, simply because 
he has not the education necessary for 
higher levels of craftsmanship or for 
what used to be called the learned pro- 
fessions? Here is one of the reasons 
why “equality of opportunity” is not 
only a necessary element in democracy 
but an ideal for Christians to support. 
If by law, or by parents’ neglect, or 
by plain selfishness of the taxpayers, 
some children merely by the fact of 
their color or their place of birth, are 
denied all the educational opportuni- 
ties they can absorb, then these chil- 
dren are being robbed (among other 
more important things) of that ‘‘wealth 
and outward estate” which it was born 
in them to be able to achieve. 


W ‘ie GOOD WORD can a Chris- 


To put it bluntly, poor school sys- 
tems are an act of robbery against 
helpless children, and against the 
welfare of all of society in the next 
generations. And yet every school 
system which is poor and unfair is so 
by law and the citizens’ will—or the 
lack of it. 


Not all sinners against the Ten Com- 
mandments are in jail! But every year 
we have to put into jail some who would 


not come so low unless society has 


robbed them first. 
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CHURCH NEWS 





Asheville Men Take 
Two Good Projects 


Appalachia News Letter 


The City of Bristol (Va.-Tenn.) ig 
again making extensive preparations for 
a preaching mission there in February, 
Among the sepakers scheduled are: 
Walter H. Judd, Edgar DeWitt Jones, 
John Newton Thomas, John A. Red- 
head, Robert G. Lee, Ralph A. Herring, 
G. Ray Jordan, C. C. Selecman. This an- 
nual event has become a widely-infly- 
ential effort throughout the region. 


Men Are Scheduled for 
Bristol Preaching Mission 


Nearly 200 men from approximately 
two-thirds of the churches of Asheville 
Presbytery recently attended two ral- 
lies. One was held at Franklin and the 
other in the West Asheville church. Re 
ports were presented on the project 
adopted last year—remodeling the 
kitchen and dining room at the Moun- 
tain Orphanage (sponsored by the Pres- 
bytery). They find it will require about 
$3,000 for all needed equipment, in- 
cluding a walk-in refrigerator, freezer 
locker, dishwasher and other require- 
ments for a Grade A kitchen. The new 
project adopted will provide a ‘‘speak- 
er’s bureau” for the Presbytery under 
the name of “The Voice of the Men of 
Asheville Presbytery.’’ A special com- 
mittee will provide a group of men from 
the presbytery and will choose men 
from different churches who will be ex- 
pected to acquaint themselves with dif- 
ferent causes of the church, review 
timely books and periodicals and pass 
along their information to the men in 
the churches of the presbytery. 


Synod’s Radio Committee 
Has Series for Early '52 


Twelve ministers of Appalachia Synod 
have been named to participate in a 
radio series which has been scheduled 
for the first three months of 1952 un- 
der the topic, ‘“‘Christ Does Help.” The 
ministers are: C. Grier Davis, Fergu- 
son Wood, Dewey Greenhoe, J. R. Wil- 
liams, Henry R. Mahler, Julian Spitzer, 
Joel B. Whitten, John D. Smith, M. 0. 
Sommers, Samuel S. Wiley, Ben L 
Rose, Thomas Fry. 


Miscellany 


“Francis J. Brooke, synod’s moderator 
and Abingdon pastor, suffered a heart 
attack and will be out of his pulpit for 
several weeks . . . Knoxville Presbytery 
young people (about 200 of them) are 
expected to attend their mid-winter con- 
ference at the First Church, Chatta- 
nooga, Dec. 8-9... The new educational 
building at the Fairmont church, Bris- 
tol, was dedicated on Nov. 11. 
Knoxville. JULIAN SPITZER. 
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MINISTERIAL 
MENTION 


CHANGES 

cliff H. McLeod, First church, 
mooresville, N. C., will become pastor 
at Sumter, S. C., Dec. 1. 

James R. Crook from Chaplains 
School, Ft. Slocum, N. Y., to Hq. 135 
Inf., 47th Div., Camp Rucker, Ala. 

Chas. W. Browning, Jr., from Wash- 
ington, D. C., to Route 3, Wytheville, 
Va. 

R. P. Richardson from Augusta, Ga., 
to 649 University St., Memphis, Tenn. 

Thos. O. Hall, Camden, Miss., will be- 
come pastor of the Stanton, Tenn., and 
Danceyville churches on or about 
Dec. 1. 

James Salango, formerly of Hinton, 
W. Va., is studying music this year in 
Rome instead of in Milan, Italy, as orig- 
inally planned. 

Clifford E. Barbour, formerly of 
Knoxville, Tenn., was inaugurated as 
president of Western Seminary, Pitts- 
burgh, Nov. 8. 

Wm. Calvin Colby from Elberson, N. 
J, to Gulfport, Fla., for the winter. 

Correction: Carlton C. Boegel, listed 
here Oct. 22 as pastor of the Spring 
Creek church, Watertown, Tenn., is pas- 
tor of the Watertown church and of 
the Spring Creek church, RFD, 
Lebanon, Tenn. He lives in Water- 
town. 

Wick Broomall, formerly of Columbia 
Bible College, is now pastor of the Lib- 
erty Springs, S. C., church. 

Evan W. Renne from Stewartstown, 
Pa., to 2912 N. Franklin St., Wilming- 
ton, Del. 

Evert A. Cremer, formerly of the 
Reformed Church in America, Holland, 
Mich., is the pastor of the Pembroke, 
Ky., group of churches. 

Norman A. Krebbs, formerly of the 
Albany Park church (USA), Chicago, 
lli., is now pastor of the Boone, Mo., 
church. 

James T. Veneklasen, 
fessor at 








former pro- 
the University of Dubuque 
(Ia.), has become associate pastor of 
the South church, Kansas City, Mo. 

W. O. Davis, a _ retired minister, 
Crystal City, Mo., is to supply the Nash- 
ville, Ark., church for one year. 

Geo. White, Bradenton, Fla., and 
James V. Johnson, Westminster church, 
Miami, were honorably retired by St. 
Johns Presbytery at its recent meeting. 


RETIRED 

J. M. McChesney, Asheville, N. C., 
was honorably retired by Asheville 
Presbytery November 1. For the past 
tine years he has been pastor of the 
Oak Forest church. 


CELEBRATION 

Dunbar H. Ogden and Mrs. Ogden 
were honored by the Napoleon Avenue 
congregation of New Orleans and other 
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friends at the recent celebration of their 
50th wedding anniversary, with the pre- 
sentation of suitable gifts to the Ogdens 
and an oil portrait of Dr. Ogden to the 
church. 


DEATHS 


William FEarl Snipes, 65, died at 
Kingstree, S. C., Nov. 11 after a five 
weeks’ illness. He had been pastor of 
the Midway, Mouzon and Bethel 
churches for the past two years. 

Wm. Dayton Denham, 84, died in 
Winston-Salem, N. C., Oct. 28. Mr. Den- 
ham’s last pastorate was at Vienna, Va. 
He was the father of Chester D. Den- 
ham, Winston-Salem. 

Mrs. Crosby Adams, 93, distinguished 
piano teacher and composer, died at 
Montreat, N. C., Nov. 9. 

Mrs. R. K. McCall, wife of the Has- 
kell, Texas, pastor, died Nov. 6. 

President Nelson Vance Russell, of 
Carroll College, Waukesha, Wis., died 
suddenly on Oct. 13. 





® a resurgent South 


© a host of moral and spiritual 
problems 


® what do we Presbyterians 
propose to do? 


MID - CENTURY 
CONVOCATION 











* Tuesday & Wednesday, Dec- 
cember 4-5 


® Speakers include Arthur 
Flemming, Stanley High, 
Virginius Dabney, John R. 
Cunningham, J. R. McCain, 
B. R. Lacy, Jr., W. Kerr 
Scott, John S. Battle, George 
Denny, Jr., and Elbridge W. 
Palmer. 


© for further information write 


Union Theological 


Seminary 
Richmond 27, Virginia 











A ROMAN 
CATHOLIC 
BOOK 


of interest to Protestants 


ONE 
AND HOLY 


By Kar! Adam 


“It is no exaggeration to say that this 
is the most important theological work 
published in recent years. A great Ger- 
man theologian discusses a topic of su- 
preme importance—the reunion of the 
Lutheran forces of Germany with the 
Catholic Church. Of course, Karl Adam 
has a larger vision of unity than this, 
but here he discusses the possibility of 
taking the first step. 

“With a wealth of scholarship, he dis- 
cusses the causes that led Luther to his 
revolt against the Church. Thence he 
travels to our own day and gives an ac- 
count of the essential points of similar- 
ity and divergence found in Protestant- 
ism and Catholicism—and he does pre- 
sent a programme for realizing unity. 
So important is this study that one 
might wish that it could find its way 
into the hands of every Protestant 
minister and every Catholic priest in 
America.’”’— 


Dr. H. S. Ficke (Presbyterian) 


The following quotation from the 
book was reprinted by The Pastor, a 
Methodist monthly: 


“In the light of Christ the Catholic 
will no longer wish to regard Luther 
simply as an apostate who broke faith 
with the Church. He will recognize the 
many lights in his character: his un- 
fathomable reverence for the mystery 
of God; his tremendous consciousness 
of his own sin; the holy defiance with 
which, as God’s warrior, he faced abuse 
and simony; the heroism with which he 
risked his life for Christ’s cause; and 
not least the natural simplicity and 
childlike quality of his whole manner of 
life and his personal piety. And, on the 
other hand, the Protestant’s anti-Ro- 
manism can no more take root and 
flourish in the light of Christ than the 
Catholiec’s anti-Lutheranism. . Pas 


$2.00 at your bookstore 


There is more about this book in 
Sheed & Ward’s OWN TRUMPET. If 
you would like to see this, but do not 
wish to be put on our mailing list, we 
shall be glad to send you this number 
only. Specify ‘‘One and Holy issue’”’ 
and address your card to Pamela Mac- 
Gill. The TRUMPET comes free and 
postpaid. 


SHEED & WARD 
New York 3 
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to become better people we 
must become willing to take the steps wherein we will lead more dis- 
ciplined lives and have more opportunity to become identified with 
God and His work 

“One of these steps is to take this 
adventure (Tithing) in faith. . . . Weasa congregation 
stand on the threshold of an adventure which can lead us into 
more meaningful experiences than we have ever had before. 
You and I are being asked to take one-tenth of our income 
and give it to God and His Church—and to do this before we 
pay any of our bills or spend any of our money. 

“To do this, you see, requires a real 
faith and trust in God. 

‘We shall make, in one way or another, 
one of the important decisions of our lives. Many of us will think 
the appeal beyond reason and possibility. And we shall continue in 
our customary way, coming to church when it is convenient, giving 
God what is left over of our time and money, and calling ourselves 
good Christian people. 

“But I wonder what would happen 
if we were to make this adventure—I wonder what would 
happen. .. . 


“There will be no benediction this morn- 
ing. You will make the benediction to this particular service by what 


you do.” 


Sermon preached by Rev. W. A. Benfield, D. D. in the Highland 
Presbyterian Church, Louisville, Ky., Sunday, September 16, 1951 


Ask the man who TITHES 
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BIBLE STUDY 


Moses’ Charge to the People 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 
SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON FOR DECEMBER 9, 1951 
Deuteronomy 30:15—31:38; 33:27-29a. 


The Israelites stood on the verge of 
the Promised Land. All for which they 
had hoped for a full generation was fi- 
nally in sight. Would they succeed in 
occupying the land, or would they fail 
as their fathers had done? That was the 
question which troubled Moses. He re- 
called how the earlier generation had 
failed at Kadesh-Barnea because the 
people had taken counsel of their fears 
and failed to recognize and follow the 
leaders Whom God had raised up for 
them. They had turned back into the 
wilderness and for forty years had fed 
their flocks on its scanty vegetation. 
And now a new generation had risen 
in their stead, a new and hardier gene- 
ration, and once more the opportunity 
to enter the Promised Land had come. 
Even if they succeeded in that en- 
deavor, would they be able to hold the 
land in the generation stili to come? 

Moses knew that his own days were 
limited. He would not be able to lead 
the Israelites across the river. The lead- 
ership was passing into younger hands. 
The Book of Deuteronomy contains 
three addresses, said to have been given 
by Moses under these circumstances to 
the Israelites as they-stood encamped 
in the plains of Moab, waiting for the 
favorable opportunity to cross. Our 
printed lesson brings before us the per- 
oration of his third and final address, 
and a brief paragraph from his final 
blessing. 

I. Choose the Right Way, 30:15-20 


What is the right way? It is described 
invs. 16 and again in vs. 20. Three ob- 
servations are in order. First, it is God’s 
way and not our own. Second, it is the 
way set before us in the commandments, 
statutes and ordinances, specifically re- 
hearsed by Moses in the Book of Deute- 
ronomy, including the Ten Command- 
ments (chapter 6) and a host of other 
ordinances dealing with every aspect 
of Israel’s life. This was God’s way for 
Israel. The way for us is set before us 
more clearly in the life and teachings 
of Jesus (including the Sermon on the 
Mount), who said, “I came not to de- 
stroy but to fulfill. Ye have heard it 
said... . but I say unto you.” According 
to Moses, these various commandments 
can all be summarized in one great com- 
mMandment. That had been made clear 
in the beginning of his address: ‘‘Je- 
hovah our God is one Jehovah; and 
thou shalt love Jehovah thy God with 
all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and 
with all thy might” (6:1-6). Now, as he 
comes to summarize what he has said, 
and to drive the consequences home, he 
twice reiterates that love to God is the 
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soil from which obedience to the spe- 
cific commands must spring (vss. 16 and 
20). Moses taught that God’s reauire- 
ments can be summarized in one greau 
commandment, ‘‘Thou shalt love the 
Lord thy God.” Jesus later taught that 
there is a second which must be added 
to it: “‘Thou shalt love thy neighbor 
as thyself. On these two command- 
ments,’”’ he said, ‘“‘hang all the law and 
the prophets.” 

God’s way for man is then the way 
of love—love to God and love to his 
fellowman. To follow this way, says 
Moses, means life and good; to turn 
aside from it means death and evil. 

As John Oxenham has put it: Each 
individual must follow this way or an- 
other way. 


To every man there openeth 

A Way, and Ways, and a Way. 

And the High Soul climbs the High 
way, 

And the Low Soul gropes the Low, 

And in between, on the misty flats, 

The rest drift to and fro. 

But to every man there openeth 

A High Way and a Low. 

And every man decideth 

The Way his soul shall go. 


It is the choice ‘‘between slackness 
and industry, between obedience and 
disloyalty, between courtesy and boor- 
ishness, between, on the one hand, that 
spirit which will tend to build up true 
union and fellowship of aim as a real 
City of God, and on the other hand that 
low and selfish existence which tends 
to make society a mere herding together 
of individuals who are corrupted in- 
stead of improved by association one 
with another.” To choose the high road 
means to live a straight life, to reject 
every sort of deceit and untruthfulness, 
to keep our tongues from evil, to speak 
no slander or impurity, to work hon- 
estly and cheerfully, and to make the 
best use of whatever talents God has 
given us. What else? 

The consequences of our choice are 
life and good on the one hand and death 
and evil on the other. It is the great and 
decisive choice that will determine our 
final destiny, but every lesser choice 
has its consequences tending in one di- 
rection or the other. And often a single 
choice will determine the future direc- 
tion of our lives. 


“A good doctor can destroy his whole 
career in just one second by violating 
the rules of his profession. A peerless 
lawyer can destroy himself in taking 
just one little bribe. A college man 
highly honored on his campus needs 
to be caught cheating in an examina- 
tion just once, and he is no longer 


honored.’”’ (Frank Mead 
Teachers Guide.) 


in Tarbell’s 


The choice between life and good and 
death and evil is also a choice for the 
nation. It is that which Moses had pri- 
marily in mind. If Israel chose to obey 
God’s laws and to turn aside from idols, 
all would be blessed; if they disobeyed 
the divine laws and worshipped the 
false gods of the people about them 
they would ultimately perish. 

Says the 20th Century Quarterly: 


“Perhaps the confusion, the lack of 
leadership, the uncertainty of direction 
in our day results partly from the fact 
that we have tried to drift along with- 
out making primary choices. We have 
wanted honor, but we have not wanted 
it bad enough to give up the material 
rewards of compromise. We _ have 
wanted peace, but we have been un- 
willing to apply the principles of broth- 
erhood and good will upon which peace 
depends. We have wanted the world to 
be Christian but too often on Methodist 
or Presbyterian or American terms. Per- 
sonally we have tried to choose God 
without giving up self. 

“The result of these choices with res- 
ervations has been a half-faith in which 
the good has too often been corruptea 
and the evil veiled. Our honor has been 
the honor of expediency. Our peace has 
been the peace of subjection and ex- 
ploitation. Our missions have been con- 
sistently denominationally imperialistic 
and sometimes nationally so. Our re- 
ligion has been a half-hearted affair. 
And the most tragic part of it all is that 
we have fooled ourselves into believing 
that God would be satisfied with a 
half choice.’’ 


So writes a modern theologian. How 
far would you agree? 


II. Follow the Right Leader, 31:1-3 


Moses was facing the greatest disap- 
pointment of his life. He had hoped 
above all else that he might be able to 
lead the Children of Israel across the 
Jordan and into the Promised Land. 
God had led him to see that this 
would not be possible. He prayed earn- 
estly that his life might be prolonged 
long enough to fulfill his life’s ambi- 
tion. But he came to see that his prayer 
would not be granted. 

In chapter 31 Moses reminds the peo- 
ple of his failing strength—‘‘I am a 
hundred and twenty years old this day; 
I can no more go out and come in” as 
I once did. Even if I lived I would not 
be able to lead you as in the past. ‘‘And 
Jehovah hath said unto me, Thou shalt 
not go over this Jordan.’’ But Moses’ 
thoughts were in the future, not the 
past. “Jehovah thy God, he will go be- 
fore thee; he will destroy these nations 
from before thee.” 

There was grave danger that the peo- 
ple would be disheartened by Moses’ 
death, feeling that no one could take 
his place, or do what he had done. 
Moses wanted them to realize that God 
was their true leader and that their 
success was certain so long as they 
realized that fact; that no mere man 
was indispensable; that Joshua, a man 
who had proved his abilities, would lead 
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them when he was gone; and that they 
were to follow Joshua, so far as he fol- 
lowed God. 

So it has always been; so it will al- 
ways be. Leaders there must be, ana 
in this democratic age, it is essential 
that we choose the right leaders. No 
single man is indispensable. Our real 
leader is God. No human leader is a 
safe leader, unless he is amenable to 
God’s will. If a nation has God as its 
leader it can be assured of the final 
victory. As someone has stated it, “A 
nation can survive the loss of a leader, 
but it can never survive the loss of its 
ideals.’”’ ‘‘Men come and go,” says Frank 
Mead, “‘leaders rise and fall. There is 
no indispensable man; only God is in- 
dispensable.’ 


lil. Look To God, 33:27-29a 


Our final Scripture passage is taken 
from the blessing which Moses, in beau- 
tiful poetic form, is said to have pro- 
nounced over Israel before his final de- 
parture. A third charge may be said 
to be implicit in it. We are to look to 
God, Moses implies, 

1. For strength. ‘‘As thy days, so 
shall thy strength be. There is none like 
unto God ... who rideth upon the heav- 
ens for thy help” (33:25-26). These 
words are not included in our printed 
lesson, but they immediately precede 
the Scripture passage now before us, 
and are necessary if we are to get the 
complete thought. 


“Notice carefully how the promise 
runs. Not as our life is, not as our years 
are, not even as our weeks are, but as 
our days, so shall our strength be. For 
each day as it comes, God’s promise is 
that strength will be given us, but just 
for a day at a time. The way to live 
under any circumstances is just a day 
at a time. Leave tomorrow with God 
until it comes. That is what the Word 
of God lays upon us as a duty. Let us 
live this day at our best and bravest, 
trusting that God's help will not fail 
us. And for the duties and trials of to- 
morrow, however hard and heavy, be- 
lieve that strength for that day also will 
be given us, when it comes... Like Liv- 
ingstone, we pillow our heads on the 
old saying: Leave tomorrow’s trouble to 
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tomorrow's strength; tomorrow’s work 
wo lolmuoriows time; tomorrow's Lrilai 
to lLomOorrow s grace—and Lowmorrow s 
God.”’ (James Hastings in the Speaker’s 
bivle. ) 


2. For security, 33:27. ‘‘The eternal 
God is thy dwelling place.” It is ‘“‘dwell- 
ing-place,’”’ as the Revised Standard Ver- 
sion has it, rather than ‘refuge” as the 
King James version translates it. A 
dwelling place is a refuge, but it is 
more than a refuge; it is a “home” in 
which we find fellowship, peace, joy, 
inner as well as outer security, rest 
from the labors of the day, and refresh- 
ment tor the labors of tomorrow. 

“‘And underneath are the everlasting 
arms.”’ It is good to know that beneath 
all that is ephemeral and inconstant, 
there is something that is eternal and 
unchanging; something that will sur- 
vive all change, and that will outlast 
all time. It is good to know that under: 
are the everlasting arms. For 
means Personality. That means 
an all-enfolding, all-embracing love. 
That means power, the power of the 
Most High.’”’ It means a power that 
never fails, a love that never grows 
weary. It means security in time and 
for eternity. 

The truth in this verse is reflected 
in the beautiful hymn of Henry F. Lyte: 


neath 
“that 


Abide with me: fast falls the eventide; 


The darkness deepens; Lord, with me 
abide; 

When other helpers fail, and comforts 
flee, 


Help of the helpless, O abide with me. 


Swift to its close ebbs out life’s little 
day; 

Earth’s joys grow dim, 
away; 

Change and decay in all around I see; 

O Thou who changest not, abide with 
me. 


its glories pass 


I need thy presence every passing hour; 

What but thy grace can foil the 

Tempter’s power? 

Who like thyself my guide and stay can 
be? 

Through cloud 
with me. 


and sunshine, O abide 


I fear no foe, with Thee at hand to 
bless; 

Ills have no weight and tears no bitter- 
ness. 

Where is death’s sting? 
thy victory? 

|] triumph still, 


Where, grave 
if Thou abide with me. 


This hymn points us to the final 
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thought of our lesson. We are to look 
to God, 


38. For victory, 33:27-29a. “‘He thrust 


out the enemy from before thee,” 
There can be no doubt but that the ay. 
thor was referring to the military vic. 
tory of the Israelites over their ag- 
versary. It is the inner victory that 
we are promised in the New Testament. 
The victory over fear, anxiety, selfish. 
ness, sin and finally death. 

“And Israel dwelleth in safety, the 
fountain of Jacob alone.” This ig a 
promise that Israel shall continue to 
dwell in safety, and that the springs of 
her vitality shall not fail, so long ag 
she remains true to Jehovah. Surely, 
as the Song indicates, no other nation 
has been so blessed. 

Sidney Lanier, superb Southern poet, 
“like his Master, was a man of sorrows 
and acquainted with grief. He had a life- 
long struggle with ill health, with lack 
of financial means, with continual mis- 
understanding, on the part of the pub- 
lic and even of his friends.’’ (William 
Franklin Anderson in “Hammer and 
Sparks,” Fleming H. Revell Co.) Yet 
his courage never failed. As Dr. An- 
derson suggests, he is a striking fulfill- 
ment of Browning’s epilogue to ‘‘Aso- 
lando:”’ 


“One who never turned his back but 
marched breast forward, 
Never doubted clouds would break. 
Never dreamed, though right were 
worsted, wrong would triumph, 
Held we fall to rise, are baffled to fight 
better, 
Sleep to wake.” 


And what was the source of his un- 
failing strength, the secret of his final 
victory? He tells us in his beautiful 
poem, ‘“‘The Marshes of Glynn,”’ 


As the marsh-hen secretly builds on the 
watery sod. 

Behold, I will build me a nest on the 
greatness of God; 

I will fly in the greatness of God as the 
marsh-hen flies 

In the freedom that fills all the space 
twixt the marsh and the skies; 

By so many roots as the marsh-grass 
sends in the sod, 

I will heartily lay me a-hold of the 
greatness of God.’’ 


Something like that is the substance 
of Moses’ charge to the people of God, 
in his age and every age. 


Lesson commentary based on ‘“Inter- 
national Sunday School Lessons: The 
International Bible Lessons for Chris- 
tian Teaching,” copyrighted, 1951, by 
the Division of Christian Education, Na- 
tional Council of the Churches of Christ 
in the U. S. A 
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YOUR “Joy Gift’? DID BRING JOY 


TO 700 
HOMES OF RETIRED MINISTERS 


Below are quotations from “Thank You” letters 


‘*The check was much more than money for 
me. It was a hand across the miles which I 


needed.’’ 


‘*Your generous check has warmed us, and 
it will continue to warm us because with it I 


am putting in our winter coal.’’ 


‘*It will be necessary for me to be in the hos- 
pital for some time, but I trust that eventually 


I can walk again. Thank you and my dear 
church.’’ 


‘“‘A Christmas offering like the Joy Gift 
which lasts throughout so many months is 
surely one worth while.’’ 


‘‘Through blinding tears I thanked God for 
the check because from Him ali blessings flow.”’ 


‘I live alone and as economically as I can. 
I do most of my own work. . . . I have just 
passed my eighty-first birthday.’’ 


‘‘When the Joy Gift check came, it really 
seemed as if Heaven itself had opened up just 
above us. From the depths of our hearts we 
send thanks.’’ 


‘*The checks are always a God-send and have 
helped me to meet so many emergencies which 
seem to be a necessary concomitant of growing 
old.’’ 


What Will They Say Next Year? 


It Depends Upon The Measure of Our Giving. 
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